
Relief from Court Debt and Getting Your Driver License Back 
Do you owe courts fees and fines? Is your license suspended because you can’t pay? You can ask the court for relief. 

Call the DMV at (503) 945-5000. Ask about active suspensions on your license. Make a list of 
the courts where you owe money. Many courts have similar sounding names, so be sure you 
write down the full name of each court. If you have a license suspension from more than one 
court, you’ll need to do the following steps for each court individually. 

Prepare to gather more information about your tickets. Gather phone numbers for all the courts 
on your list. You can find contact information for most courts online. Keep in mind that you may 
need to contact a lot of different courts and agencies and get shuffled around to many 
different people to get all the information you need. Be patient and persistent; don’t give 
up! 

Call each court and ask how much you owe and how to request debt relief. Many courts will ask 
you to write a letter or email to the judge, while others may ask you to appear in person. If your 
case has been sent to collections, court staff may say they cannot help you and tell you to call 
the collections agency. You should write down the collections agency’s phone number, then 
politely tell the clerk that you want to send a letter to the judge anyway and ask where you 
should send it. 

For any debts in collections, contact the agency to ask how much you owe. You are gathering 
information only. Do not make payment arrangements with the collections agency while 
you are asking a court to pull your case back from collections. 

Once you know what you owe, where you owe it, and how to ask for relief, you are ready to ask 
the court for help. Start by asking each court where you owe money to waive or reduce the 
amount you owe (visit OregonLawHelp.org for a sample letter to the court). Judges are more 
likely to waive or reduce debt if you can show that you have tried to pay your debts and/or 
explain how taking care of your debt will help you make positive change in your life. You can 
also ask the court to accept community service instead of payment. Finally, ask for a monthly 
payment you can afford. You’ll need to make an individual agreement with each court, so to 
reach this number, total all your debts and consider what you could afford to pay each court. 

What if you cannot pay? If you cannot make payments towards your court debt and the 
court does not offer you enough relief, you have a few options: 1) you can ask the governor 
to use the clemency power to forgive your fines (visit OregonLawHelp.org for an 
application), 2) you can apply for a hardship permit with the DMV, and/or 3) you can contact 
your local legal aid office.

 

https://oregonlawhelp.org/resource/do-you-owe-court-fees-and-fines-look-here-for-information-about-dealing-with-your-court-debt
https://oregonlawhelp.org/resource/do-you-owe-court-fees-and-fines-look-here-for-information-about-dealing-with-your-court-debt


Call the DMV to gather the information below 
Court Name Amount Owed Docket Number 



Call each court to gather the information below 
Court Name Court Phone Number 

Court Mailing Address  

Collections Agency (if any) 

Court Case Number 

Does the court have a program or process for 
waiving court fees? 

Amount Owed 

Court Case Number 

Does the court have a program or process for 
waiving court fees? 

  Amount Owed 

Court Case Number 

Does the court have a program or process for 
waiving court fees? 

Amount Owed 

Court Case Number 

Does the court have a program or process for 
waiving court fees? 

Amount Owed 

Court Case Number  

Does the court have a program or process for 
waiving court fees?  

 

Collections Contact Information 

Amount Owed 
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